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I recently picked up a leaflet at the Linton 
doctors’ surgery and thought this may be of 

interest to some of our readers. Ed 

 
 
Granta Grapevine is a free talking newspaper, the 
recordings are produced and distributed by volun-
teers to those who have difficulty reading the Lin-
ton News. Postage is free for those registered 
blind or partially sighted. 

 

The recordings can be sent on a tape or USB 
memory stick and they will send a USB reader if 
you need one. 
 

If you would like further information, please do 
look at their website: 

www.grantagrapevine.org.uk 
(where you will find sample information) 

 
or contact Mike Crofts on 01223 893619 
email: mikecrofts (at) gmail (dot) com 

  

February and March 2017 

Issue 179 

Picture courtesy of Dickie Moore 

 

If you have a photo you would like to see 

on the front cover of the next issue, please 

submit to the Editor 

by 17 March 2017 
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CASTLE CAMPS CLUBS & AMENITIES 
Art Club (VH)   01440 730035 Sue Moss 
     Alt’ Thursdays 10.30-1.00pm 
Brownies Horseheath 01223 891086 
Bowls Club Apr-Nov 01799 584684 Tom Walker 
Carpet Bowls (VH)  01799 584694 Wednesdays 7.30pm 
CATS    01440 762290 Trevor 
Cricket Club   01799 584269 
The Cockerel   01799 584269 
Football Club   07837 701610 
Footpaths   01799 584924 Pete Mills 
Good Companions (VH,50+)  01799 584016 Maureen McKenna 
Gun Club    01799 584217 
Hanchett Toys   01799 584979 
Mobile Library   1st Tuesday of the month 
     11.25-11.40 Camps End 
     12.15-12.50 Claydon Close 
Oil Syndicate   01799 584527 
Parish Council (VH)  01799 584428 8pm 2nd Thursday 
     every other month 
Mel Laing, Parish Clerk castlecampspc@gmail.com 
Post Office (VH)  Monday 10.00am—12.00 noon 
     Thursday 1.30pm—3.30pm 
Saddlery    01799 584802 Horse & pet feeds 
Tennis Club   01799 584328 
Toddler Group (VH) 01799 584785 9.30-11.30 Weds 
Yoga (VH)   01799 584890 Caroline Daunt 
Youth Club   01799 584379 Fridays 7-9pm 
     term time only 
Castle Camps School www.castlecampsschool.co.uk 
(VH = Village Hall) 
 
Linton Health Clinic  01223 892555 
Non Emergency  101 
Village Hall enquiries 01799 584596 
C of E (Churchwarden) 01799 584012 
URC (Secretary)  01799 584250 
Camps Review & website Chris Swan 01799 584958 
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The website  www.hundredparishes.org.uk  is the main channel 

through which the Society seeks to achieve its charitable objec-

tives. The first of these aims is “to advance the education of 

the public in the character and history” of the Hundred Par-
ishes. We hope that those with an enquiring mind will dip in 

from time to time and see what we have to say about a par-

ticular parish or a local ‘celebrity’.  

 

We like to challenge your local knowledge with the photo that 

appears at the top of each web page. The picture changes 
every couple of weeks and on the Home page we explain where 

the last one was taken. Sometimes the image is seasonal. For 

example, in November we showed the war graves in Saffron 

Walden cemetery. In December there was a view of the Rib 

valley from Cold Christmas in the parish of Thundridge. Cur-

rently . . . sorry, I’m not allowed to tell you!  But if you think 
you know please feed back a response. 

 

Many of the photos on the website will appear in a guidebook 

to the area which the Society plans to publish later this year. 

We will be sure to let you know when it is available. 

 

In the meantime, we encourage you to get out locally. You 
don’t have to travel far to discover another parish, an untried 

lane or footpath, a new listed church, or somewhere new for 

lunch or tea. Please check out the parish introduction on the 

website before you set off – it may help with ideas, phone 

numbers, etc.  

 
Ken McDonald, Secretary 
 
For those of who without 
access to the internet, 
here’s the photo. Ed 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk
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WEST WICKHAM AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB 

 

On Monday 16th January we were pleased to wel-

come Andrew Sankey to talk to us on "Rethinking 

your Garden". 

 

This was a very informative talk, giving us many tips 

on how to redesign your garden to make it appealing 

to the eye; pathways with a feature at the far end; 

using colour to make an impact in the border; using 

borrowed views by lowering hedges; and being ruth-

less with those plants that sulk and do not thrive. We 

are all guilty of putting our plants where we want 

them and not where they really need to be. He illus-

trated his talk with photos of gardens he has de-

signed in Lincoln and Cambridge giving us all plenty 

to think about in the coming months. 

 

We have a varied and interesting series of talks from 

February to April on the 3rd Monday of the month, 

7:30 at West Wickham Village Hall. 

 

On February 20th Richard Arnott will talk on 

"Wildflower Meadows", Rob and Denise Sherriff on 

"How to grow dahlias" on March 20th, and a talk on 

"Caring for plants in containers" on April 24th (17th is 

a bank holiday). 

 

If any of these are of interest to you just come along 

and we will give you a warm welcome. 

 

More info. from Rosemary Yallop 01799584262 
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REGULAR EVENTS AT CASTLE CAMPS VILLAGE HALL 

Yoga Tuesdays 10-11.30am or 7-8.30pm, 
  Thursdays 6-7.30pm 
Good Companions 3rd Thursday of each month 
Art Club  Thursday 10am 01440 730035 (VH) 
Youth Club every Friday term time 7-9pm 

From the Editor 
Hello everyone 

 

Firstly Happy New year to you all. 

 

Many thanks to those of you who have been in touch regarding 

the resurrection of Camps Review—I’m pleased the majority of 
you like it and have expressed your wishes for it to continue. 

 

I know some of you struggle with the size of the print so I’ve 

tried to increase the font size rather than the paper size and 

hope you’ll find this better. Do let me know. 

 
I’ve also been asked to include adverts as some of you do not 

have access to the internet and of course they would help to 

make it self-funding. BUT…. I really don’t have the additional 

time to generate invoices and chase for adverts and payments. 

Would anyone be willing to work with me to create a type of 

“yellow pages” section and take care of the admin? 
 

Thanks to Mel for organising the printing of Camps Review, our 

magazine delivery team who deliver in all weathers and to 

those who have submitted articles. 

 

If you would like anything included in the next issue then 

please get in touch: 
Chris Swan, Ashcroft, Haverhill Rd, Castle Camps 

Email: info@castlecamps.org.uk Tel: 584958 

 

Until next time, Ed 

 

Deadline for April edition: 17 March 2017 
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Castle Camps Bowls Club 

 

The club was formed in 1937 and over the years has been 

very successful with plenty of interest from the villagers. 

Unfortunately over the last few years membership has 

gone down dramatically and there is now only 5 members 

from Castle Camps and in all around 20 from Haverhill 

and the surrounding area. 

 

The bowls green is situated in the centre of the village and 

has its own bar and is an ideal place to spend a few hours 
throughout the summer months. So if you are interested 

in having a go at bowling we will be holding an open day 

in the spring. I will arrange a date and publish it in the 

next edition of the Camps Review. 

 

For more information you can contact Ron Goodwin on 

01799 584585 or email rgoodwin484@btinternet.com. 

BIN COLLECTION DATES 
 

GREEN/BLUE BIN COLLECTIONS: 

Monday 6 February (blue and green) 

Monday 20 February (blue only) 

 

BLACK BIN COLLECTIONS: 

Monday 30 January 

Monday 13 February 

 

According to the South Cambs website 
(www.scambs.gov.uk) our bin 

collection days could be changing as from 

27 February. 

Information will be delivered through our 

doors and will also appear in the spring 

edition of the South Cambs magazine. 
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 All Saints Church, Castle Camps 
 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to the Revd. Ian Fisher to the village, 
having been in an interregnum for over two years it will be a pleasure having a 
vicar in the Vicarage again. You can read Ian's first letter to us on the front of 
the February March Connection. The pattern of service will remain the same 
for now, details of these can be found in The Connection or on the website 
www.3churches.eu. 
 
There are always refreshments after the service; during good weather we have 
our coffee and cake sitting at tables and chairs in the church ground - always a 
good chance to catch up and chat. 
 
The church is normally open during  daylight hours. If for any reason this is not 
the case please contact either of the church wardens,  David Neal 01799 
584264 or Lindi Kent 01799 584012 
 
The New Friends of All Saints  is our fund raising support Group. One of the 
fund raising activities is our monthly Draw Club with four cash prizes; always a 
nice surprise when you win. We are  looking for new members so if you are 
interested in participating, please contact David Holmes 01799 584430 or Lindi 
Kent 01799 584012. 
 
Some advance notification of dates for your diary of forth coming events: 
 
On Sunday the 11th of June we are planning another Quiz in the Garden. This 
has been popular in past years and we are grateful to Pam and Guy Schooling 
for hosting. We have a quiz and enjoy tea and cake in their beautiful garden, 
either come as a team or make up a team when you arrive. 
 

On Sunday the 18th of June we are planning our Open Gardens. This is always 
a good village occasion, should you wish to open your garden please contact 
David Holmes on 01799 584430 
 
We are very pleased to announce a further date for your diary with a concert 
on the 8th July featuring Malcolm Guite. Malcolm is a world renowned poet 
and musician and those who have seen him perform before will know you are 
in for a treat. More details nearer the time.  
Lindi Kent 

mailto:rgoodwin484@btinternet.com
http://www.3churches.eu
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News from St Mary's Shudy Camps 
 
Although Christmas already seems a distant memory, we would 
like to thank everyone who came to Midnight Mass at St Mary's 
Shudy Camps on Christmas Eve. It was an extraordinarily atmos-
pheric and memorable service which left those of us there in no 
doubt of the reality of the living God in our midst".  
 
Ian Fisher, the new Vicar for the Camps and Horseheath and his 
wife Katharine and son moved into the Camps Vicarage on the 
11th January and Ian is due to be licensed (ie start work) on the 
29th January. 
 
Andrew Webb, Churchwarden 

We are a group of around 30 
musicians who mainly play for 
charity in Linton and surrounding 
villages. Over the last 15 years 
we’ve raised thousands of pounds 
for local charities. Each year we 
perform just one annual concert 
where we charge for tickets. This 
gives us much needed revenue to 
buy new music etc. This year’s 
concert is taking place on 
Saturday 4th March from 7.30pm 
at Linton Village College. 

Tickets are £10 for adults, £5 for OAP and free for accompa-
nied children. Its a lovely, friendly, and lively concert and 
everyone is welcome. 
 
Louise Webb on behalf of Linton Jazz 
www.lintonjazz.co.uk 
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Camps Village Hall 
Not much to report over another quiet Christmas period, but Susie and 
her loyal group of helpers held a pre Christmas jumble sale and raised 
over £500. 
 

Other than Susie’s regular and essential jumble sales we had no fund 
raising events through last year and relied on income from hiring the 
Hall to cover our running expenses and maintenance costs. 
 

One discussion point this year will be to consider raising our hiring rates 
to cover these increasing costs. It’s your Hall, so what do you think about 
increasing our rates, or maybe you have some novel fund raising ideas to 
help keep us solvent? By the time you read this, we hopefully might 
have held our first Committee meeting of the year on the 25th January, 
where this and other subjects will be discussed/decided. 
 

If you have motivation and time to be involved in looking after your Vil-
lage Hall, it would be great to have you come to our AGM in a few 
months time.  We would welcome your support or even offers to stand 
for the new Committee!   
 

Terry Chapman 
Secretary to the Trustees of the Village Hall Management Committee.   
Charity Number 300375 
 
Hall hiring rates are as follows: 
Full day hire for the full Hall: 
Castle Campers: £100, Shudy Campers: £120, £160 for non-Camps hirers.   
Hourly rates: 
Main Hall rates for these above three categories are: £10, £12, and £16 re-
spectively. Small Meeting Room rates are: £8, £10 and £12 respectively 
  
The hall is very suitable for your business meetings, club meetings, birthday 
parties, wedding receptions and other celebrations.  Please ring Susie on 
01799 584596 to book or view, or email terry.chapman@tiscali.co.uk.  De-
tails can also be viewed on the web sites: www.hallsforhire.org.uk , 
www.cambridgeshire.net and www.venues4hire.org  

http://www.lintonjazz.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

 

Thank you to everyone who came to support Carols 

on the Green. We raised a fantastic £95.00. 

 

Thanks also to those who helped with the tree and 

lights, and to Nordens for supplying the tree. 

 

It was great to see Father Christmas who took time 

out of his busy schedule to come along. 

 

Hannah and her young musicians kept everyone in 

tune, and we are grateful to them for 

braving the cold to play. 

 

See you next Christmas Eve, same time, 

same place. 

 

Camps Youth Club 

For anyone new to the area, there is a welcome pack 

available containing useful local information, 

put together by Lindi Kent (01799 584012) with 

the support of the Church. 

 

This can be printed or emailed 

 

Or see our website: 

www.castlecamps.org.uk 

Web contact Chris Swan: 

info@castlecamps.org.uk or tel: 584958 
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Our Prickly Friends 

 

We were delighted to see two hedgehogs regu-

larly visit our garden last Summer and hope at 

least one of them may be hibernating in our 

hedgehog house. When you start to clear your 
gardens in the Spring, please keep a lookout for them first. 

 

According to the People's Trust for Endangered Species (PTES), 

a charity which has been running counts of hedgehogs for over 

a decade, believes there are now fewer than a million hedge-

hogs left in the UK, down from an estimated 2 million in the 

mid-1990s and 36 million in the 1950s. One in three of all Brit-
ish hedgehogs have been lost since the year 2000, and they 

continue to decline at a shocking rate.  

 

If you’d like to feed them once the warmer weather is here, 

they like kitten biscuits (do not give fish flavours), tinned cat or 

dog food, the odd sultanas or raisins (but not too many as this 
causes teeth decay), sunflower hearts, or of course any of the 

hedgehog foods which you can find in the pet shops. But, never 

feed hedgehogs milk as it can cause diarrhoea; instead provide 

plain, fresh water in a shallow bowl. 

Editor 

The Good Companions (Cont) 
One of our longest serving members Mrs Anne Chapman passed 
away during the Winter break and our sincere sympathies go to her 
husband Alex who is also a member. 
 
2017 will see us celebrate our 60th year and membership is still strong 
so let your committee have suggestions as to how we could mark 
such an achievement??. 
 

Looking forward to seeing everyone in February. 
Sincerely, 
Maureen McKenna email maureenmarresa@msn.com 

mailto:maureenmarresa@msn.com
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The Good Companions 
 
Although we are called Castle Camps you are welcome into member-
ship wherever you live. So come along and join us in our 60th year. 
 

The first meeting of 2017 will be on 16th February at 2.30 in Castle 
Camps Village Hall (weather permitting). The meeting dates for the 
rest of the year will be based on the 3rd Thursday of each month. 

Castle Camps Playground Ground 
 
RACE NIGHT 
We would like to say a big thank you to everyone who supported our 
Race Night back in November 2016.  Together we raised around £581 
which will be used towards Phase 3 (the installation of a Roundabout) 
– we are approximately half way to achieving this. 
 

Without our ‘Race Sponsors’ the event wouldn’t have gone ahead, so 
we would like to say a special thank you to Michael Prentice 
(Butcher); Barry Chapman (Acorn Garage); Chris Basham; Haylock’s 
Farm; A&G Windows; The Cockerel and Alex Bibby Photography. 
 
Thank you also to the raffle prize donations, which included joints of 
meat from Michael Prentice; play kitchen from Hanchett Toys; Framing 
from Rosewood Studio; Disney Toys from Alex Bibby photography; Sains-
bury’s Voucher and many more. 
 

Christmas Hamper Raffle 
Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets for the Hamper raffle, we 
raised around £230.  We will be having an ‘Easter Hamper Raffle’ which 
will be on display in The Cockerel.  Tickets will be available in the pub. 
 

Castle Camps Playground Group 
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CATS and Top Cats wish you all a prosperous 2017 

                                                                                                                                
Camps Amateur Theatrical Society (CATS) are now 

settled in to their new storage facility behind the Vil-

lage Hall (formally football changing rooms). 

 

With running water and electric, everything at pre-

sent is quite cosy. Our contract with the Parish Coun-

cil has been signed and hopefully many years of use 

of the building is envisaged. This can only happen if 

we get some younger blood to take on the more ma-

jor roles on stage. The progression from Top Cats to 

CATS has happened albeit on a small scale. SO, if 

you’re younger than 70, give us a try! 

 

Recently we handed ownership of our previous stor-

age shed to the Toddler Group, this we hope will 

lighten the amount of toddler items left on stage and 

free up space. 

 

Top Cats will have performed their production of Pe-

ter Pantz by the time you receive this and CATS are 

now well into rehearsals for the very unusual produc-

tion of “She Pyrates of the Carrybean” on 17th and 

18th March, which is a boat load of fun with a mainly 

female crew trying to act. Tickets on sale soon (or 

book early) 01440 762290. 

 

For more information, please see our website: 

www.cats-topcats.co.uk 

 

Trevor 
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1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES 
 

We have returned this term with four new Brownies, Izzy 
has just moved back from Oman and three have trans-
ferred up from Rainbow – Ella, Sophie and Bea.  We will 
be getting to know each other during this half-term ready 
for when we go away on our annual Brownie holiday in 
March.  We are going to the Jarman Centre again as it 
has all the facilities we need. 
 
After half-term we will be celebrating our Founders birth-
day with our Thinking Day celebrations and also hope to 
hold another joint meeting with 1st Linton Guides as they 
got on so well before Christmas.  This time we think it 
may be a fundraiser for Red Nose Day. 
 
We also hope to make something for our Mothers as 
Mothering Sunday is fast approaching and something for 
Easter too.  Katie and Laurené are already planning what 
we will be doing for Chinese New Year.  It is the year of 
the Rooster so we may even have a chicken come to 
visit.  
 
Our numbers are slowly growing again but we can still 
take more so if you have a daughter who would be inter-
ested in joining us please register her at 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested.  If you would like more 
information on what we do or would like to help us with a 
special skill you may have then please drop us an email. 
 
PAULINE, KATIE, and LAURENÉ 
E: brownies@horseheath.info  
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Marsh Mail (from Linton Village College) 
Extra-curricular opportunities are a key strand of schooling. There is a rea-
son why this element of our provision is entitled 'Enrichment' at LVC; such 
experiences are truly enriching for students’ learning and their wider, forma-
tive education. 
 
I'm sure that most adults can fondly recall trips from their own school days. 
My highlights include a French exchange, aged 11, and the increased inde-
pendence and cultural exposure that the trip to Lille involved. International, 
far-flung adventures and local excursions certainly have the ability to en-
hance, extend and enrich children’s learning. 
 
At LVC, students have a plentiful enrichment offer. This term, students have 
benefited from enterprise, careers and science trips including a visit to Dale-
head Foods and Oxford University. This month we wish our GCSE French 
students 'Bon voyage' as they embark on a week's immersive stay at a Châ-
teau. Meanwhile, plans for our annual Enrichment Week are underway with 
almost every Year 9 student signed up for a residential trip to Derbyshire, 
Paris or Lanzarote, and significant fundraising is taking place for our Camps 
International trip to Cambodia in the summer.  
 
Enrichment opportunities such as these offer students the chance to de-
velop relationships and a raft of personal skills as well as memories 
(confidence, endurance, risk-taking and responsibility to name but a few). 
They also have the potential to be transformative opportunities: to spark a 
passion or interest that might have remained untapped in the parameters of 
a regular classroom. 
 
Staff invest time and energy above and beyond their regular duties to organ-
ise and supervise school trips, often giving up their evenings, weekends and 
holidays, because they recognise their value and importance. As a compre-
hensive state-school, we want all of our students to benefit from enriching 
learning opportunities. While our trips vary in terms of budget, money can 
ultimately be a barrier for a number of families. 
 
LVC's Trust Fund enables voluntary contributions from parents, the school's 
alumni and members of the community to provide financial subsidy for fami-
lies that would otherwise struggle to afford extra-curricular activities. Anyone 
wishing to donate to the Trust Fund can contact jackie.bailey@lvc.org at the 
College. 
 
Helena Marsh 
Executive Principal 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested
mailto:brownies@horseheath.info
mailto:jackie.bailey@lvc.org

